Archdiocese Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) 2021-22
A Reconciliation Action Plan is a strategic document with practical actions that drive an organisation’s contribution to reconciliation both
internally and in the communities in which it operates.
Cynthia Rowan, Reconciliation Actoin Plan
Project Manager, Evangelisation Brisbane
Watch the video where Cynthia explains what a
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) action plan
is.
RAP Information.mp4
To access the Reconciliation Action Plan,
please click here:
The Archdiocese of Brisbane Reconciliation
Action Plan

St Patrick’s Parish Priest, Fr Subin Thomas, is
one of two priests who are members of the Aboriginal Reconciliation Reference group. Fr
Subin and the Parish Pastoral Council agreed
to form a separate group, the St Patrick’s
Beenleigh RAP group to pilot the RAP.

NEXT, Acknowledgement of Country

Acknowledgement of Country

At St Patrick’s Parish, Beenleigh, we
acknowledge and pay respect to the land
and the traditional families of the Yugambeh
region of South East Queensland and their
Elders past present and emerging. The
Yugambeh region includes families that
identify as Kombumerri, Mununjali, Wangerriburra and others.
The Yugambeh language groups of people
are the traditional custodians of the land located in south-east Queensland and northeast New South Wales, now within the Logan City, Gold Coast, Scenic Rim, and
Tweed City regions. Their ancestors all
spoke one or more dialects of the Yugambeh Language.
To find out more, please try the links below:
Yugambeh Museum, Language and Heritage Research Centre

Yugambeh Regional Aboriginal Corporation
Alliance

Next, The Yugambehnga Gaurema

Courtesy of the Yugambeh Museum Language & Heritage Research Centre
Cnr Martens St and Plantation RD Beenleigh 4207
Next, The First Australians

An article from St Patrick’s Parish 60th Anniversary Book
The source is an exhibition at the Yugambeh Museum in 2015
Courtesy of the Yugambeh Museum Language & Heritage Research Centre
Cnr Martens St and Plantation RD Beenleigh 4207
Compiled by Monica Boucek

Formation of St Patrick’s RAP Group

Formation of St Patrick’s RAP Group
In May 2020, Cynthia Rowan from Evangelisation Brisbane approached Fr Subin Thomas and invited St Patrick’s to become one of six parishes piloting the Archdiocese Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). Cynthia and Fr
Subin presented the plan to the Parish Pastoral Council,
which decided to form a separate group for this purpose.
A special working group was formed, St Patrick’s Beenleigh RAP group.

The over-arching aim of St Patrick’s RAP group is to educate. We will endeavour to broaden our own knowledge,
understanding and appreciation of all things Aboriginal
and respectfully share these things, where appropriate,
with the wider community of St Patrick’s parish.
In 1986, when Pope John Paul visited Australia, he pronounced that the Church in Australia would not be the
Church it needed to be, until ALL peoples were accepted
into it.
As part of our fact finding and
learning Cynthia pointed us to
many useful resources, containing
factual and easy to understand
information. Some of it was very
confronting.
Reconciliation Australia
National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Catholic Council

Share our Pride

The St Patrick’s RAP team will take some small steps to
work towards this inclusivity by following the steps laid
out in the Archdiocese Reconciliation Action Plan:

We will have an annual NAIDOC Mass with a culturally appropriate atmosphere.

At Masses there will be an Acknowledgement of
Country.

When possible, local Aboriginal persons will provide
a Welcome to Country.

An appropriately worded wall plaque will be placed
on the Church wall.

An Aboriginal rock in the Church garden will be relocated and the Rock and the area it is in will be will
be refreshed.
Vin Russell

St Patrick’s celebrates NAIDOC Week, July 2020

St Patrick’s celebrates NAIDOC Week 2020
The first event the group organised was a NAIDOC Mass.
On the 4th and 5th of July we celebrated NAIDOC week at
St Patrick’s. Our church was beautifully decorated with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artefacts, lovely native
floral arrangements and of course our flags. Big thank you
to everyone who helped prepare and who helped out during the Masses.
Special thank you to Vin & Prue Russell and to Therese
Flynn-Clarke for letting us display the artefacts and for
sharing your knowledge. Thank you also to Fr Subin for
making it all happen.
Monica Boucek
From The Bugle, Issue 26

Celebrating the Launch of the Archdiocese RAP

Celebrating the launch of the Archdiocese RAP
The Archdiocese of Brisbane officially launched its Reconciliation Action Plan, aimed at building
strong relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, on the 17th November
2020, with a Mass at St Stephen’s Cathedral. All the pilot parishes RAP groups were invited. St
Patrick’s participated in the entrance procession and in the readings and Fr Subin Thomas was
one of the co-concelebrants.
The Mass was preceded by a Welcome to Country followed by a smoking ceremony. After Mass
there were refreshments followed by presentations by the Arch Bishop and key leaders in the
Reconciliation Reference Group.
Click the link below to view the video:
Mass for the Launch of the Reconciliation Action Plan

Celebrating the RAP Launch at St Patrick’s

Celebrating the RAP Launch at St Patrick’s
As a member of the RAP team I had the privilege of being involved
with the Celebrations of the launch, which included singing in the
Choir. Our Choir leader Cathy Korzeniewski taught us to sing the Australian National Anthem in Yugambeh language, which was such a
great and delightful experience. The church was beautifully decorated
with Aboriginal Artefacts, paintings and native flowers.
Prior to the RAP launch I was involved in many weekly meetings in the
Truelson room, which on several occasions was attended by Cynthia
Rowan (RAP Project Manager from the Archdiocese of Brisbane) who
helped guide us on our journey towards preparing for the RAP launch.
Cynthia spoke at the 7am and 9am Masses and she put together a video of herself speaking about the Plan, which was then played at the
6pm on Saturday night and then again at the 6pm Sunday night. Cynthia spoke beautifully at the two Masses and also on the Video. She
explained the importance of us all working and walking together on our
journey towards Reconciliation.
I attended Mass at 6pm on Saturday night, where I was delighted to
give a brief overview of what the RAP was all about and how St Patrick's is one of the pilot parishes along with five other parishes who will
implement the Plan over the next two years. Cynthia will continue to
guide and support us throughout our journey.
A cuppa and light refreshments was served after each Mass and it was
wonderful to see so many people stay back and meet Cynthia and also
have a chat with one another.

Vin Russell and Pipo Ng planning the
hanging of Aboriginal painting.

Overall the Celebrations and the Launch, was I felt, a great success
and I am really looking forward to being part of the RAP team over the
next two years as we travel together towards having a better understanding and respect for our First Nation Peoples.
Please don't hesitate to contact the Parish Office if you are interested
in joining the RAP team.
Marian Ward

Cathy taught the Choir to sing the National Anthem in Yugambeh language

National Reconciliation Week 2021

National Reconciliation Week 2021
During National Reconciliation Week (NRW) Fr Gerry Hefferan from
Bracken Ridge co-celebrated a special Mass with Fr Subin Thomas. Cynthia Rowan spoke after communion about the RAP. It was a proud moment in our parish.
After Mass the Acknowledgement of Country plaque was unveiled by Fr
Gerry. The evening concluded with a light supper of soup and crusty
bread. Click the link to see the video recorded by Adrian Taylor from the
Archdiocese Communications group.

During
NRW
parishioners
were part of a
National
Acknowledgement of Country. Click the
link to see this
VIDEO.

NAIDOC Mass 2021

The RAP group also accepted
an invitation by Murri Ministry to
a moving and informative Ecumenical Reconciliation Service
at St Joseph’s & St Anthony’s
Catholic Church. This gave us
an opportunity to meet people
from the other RAP groups and
the people from Murri Ministry

NAIDOC 2021
On July 11 Fr Subin celebrated NAIDOC Mass at St Patrick’s. It was a beautiful Mass where Father was supported by a choir coming together for the occasion. Cathy brought the singers together and taught us to sing in the Yugambeh language.
The Lilly Pilli shrub, given to St Patricks at the launch of Archdiocese Reconciliation Action Plan
(RAP) was planted in a ceremony after Mass. Vin Russell spoke about the Lilly Pilli being a significant resource for the Yugambeh people in this area, Pipo planted the shrub and Fr Subin
blessed it. Thank you Fr Subin and everybody who helped.

NAIDOC may be only celebrated for a week, but the ideas of "Heal Country" is something that
should remain with us lifelong. For millenia the Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders have protected this land with their traditional practices and it's about time we listen and make real changes, especially with the Earth hurting so much from centuries of mistreatment. Our children and
our future deserve better.
Erica Ng Philipps,
From The Bugle, Issue 32

Yarning Circle with Local Community

Yarning circle with Local Community

At the heart of the RAP plan is the building of relationships, opportunities and respect between
First Nations people and the wider Australian community.
In our last RAP meeting we were fortunate enough to have a yarning circle with local Aboriginal
elders and friends, including Aunty Robyn Williams, Yugambeh elder whose family has been involved in many celebrations at St Patrick’s, and Will Davis, CEO of the Beenleigh Housing and
Development Company, who was very keen to re-ignite the connection that he and his family
have had with our parish in the past.
We discussed our reconciliation rock, what we could do to restore it and how we could achieve
this through a combined parish and Aboriginal community working group. The group would be
tasked with turning the front corner part of our garden which contains the rock into a beautiful
space that can speak to us all of a hope-filled future permeated with love and respect. The details will be discussed and recommended in the working group and then presented to the parish.
Thank you to all parishioners who supported our Movie Night and Garage Sale fundraisers. The
donations of items for sale made it a very worthwhile event and the two events together raised
nearly $1300. Thanks also to all those who helped out in any way at our recent working bee. We
have a great community!

Cathy Korzeniewski & Monica Boucek, from the Bugle, Issue 30

The Rock Working Bees

The Rock Working Bees
We had a number of working bees where we moved the Reconciliation Rock into the front corner garden, the Reconciliation Garden. The rock is quite large and very heavy.
The plan is to make the garden a beautiful space for reconciliation and meditation. Many parishioners turned out to help and offer advice. Thank you to the people helping to prep the ground
and to move the rock into place.
Thank you also to everyone doing such great jobs with the many tasks that needs doing around
our church, keeping our place of worship looking great.

The Movie Night Fundraiser

Movie Night

To inform and engage parishioners and to raise funds for
future activities, such as the Rock and the Garden, the group
hosted St Patrick’s Movie Night Fundraiser, showing Rabbit
Proof Fence.
Ii is a very inspiring but confronting story of a period of Australia’s history told through the eyes of children.
The movie was shown with the encouragement and permission of the copyright owner, Christine Olsen. Thank you
Christine.

The Garage Sale Fundraiser

Garage Sale—Fundraiser
A Garage Sale gave parishioners an opportunity to support the project, while at the same time
reduce and downsize.
We advertised in the church and school newsletters, on the Marketplace and on the street
corners.
The garage sale was held on a Saturday morning, with perfect weather for it and it was very
well supported by parishioners and neighbours.
Thank you all.

The Trivia/Fun Night

Trivia Night Fundraiser
Our Trivia/Fun Night gave parishioners and friends a night out at a
very reasonable price. A three course meal was served and we
were entertained by Bisdak Beenleigh Crew, a very talented group
of St Patrick’s Parishioners. Thank you guys.
Vin and Pru Russell had prepared Trivia questions about all sorts of
general knowledge, including Aboriginal questions. Colleen Clune
organised and ran the Cent Auction with great gusto and Cathy ran
the games.
The event was held with adherence to Covid-19 restrictions of the
day and was greatly enjoyed. Thank you to all participants and to
Trinity College and Allison Elcoat and family for great help.

Where from here?

