
 

Thomas Merton once said, “If you want to know who I am, 
do not ask me where I live or what I like to eat or how I 
comb my hair. Ask me what I am living for.” It is a terrifying 
question, isn’t it? What am I living for? It invites us to face 
our deepest value. It calls us to name that which directs our 
lives. In Merton’s question a second question is implied: “Is 
what I am living for enough?”   

There might be some living for the end of their education, 
looking beyond college or graduate studies to go on with 
life. That is a valuable goal. Others might be living for retire-
ment. Such a purpose would be understandable and de-
served. Still others here might be living for their grandchil-
dren. What a joy they are. But is it enough to live for? 

The New Year invites us to understand that the lives we live have a part to play in God’s plan 
for the world. When we graduate from college the knowledge we have learned is more than 
just a way to earn a living. Finding the way that we can use our knowledge for God’s purposes 
gives meaning to our life. The time and opportunities of retirement are meant to be for God ’s 
purpose. Discovering how we can use our experience and talents in new ways to serve God ’s 
will is deeply satisfying. Spending time with our grandchildren is not just a way to make us hap-
py. The love and wisdom we share with them will one day be love and wisdom for their own 
children and enrich the future society in which they live. 

When we choose to use our talents and opportunities as a part of God’s plan, we find a deeper 
meaning for living. God is able to use our simple actions for his own good purpose. That is 
something worth living for, because there is no greater joy than being able to participate in 
God’s plan to love and save the world. 

Fr Subin Thomas, your Parish Priest 

We acknowledge and pay respect to the land and the traditional families of the Yugambeh re-
gion of South East Queensland, including the Kombumerri, Mununjali, Wangerriburra and oth-

ers, and their Elders past present and emerging.  

Fr Subin Thomas, mcbs  



 

 
 

Lent (Latin: Quadragesima, 'Fortieth') is a solemn religious observance commemorating the 
40 days Jesus spent fasting in the desert and enduring temptation by Satan, according to the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, before beginning his public ministry. Says Mr Wikipedia! 

It starts on Ash Wednesday, culminating in the wonderful joy of Easter Sunday - Resurrection 
Day when Christ arose from the dead, conquering death for himself and for all of us. According 
to some sources there are 3 pillars in the Lenten Journey- fasting, almsgiving and prayer. 
 

Fasting 

As Jesus fasted in the desert for forty days, we, too, are called to forgo 
something for the same period when observing Lent. It is during this time 
we can deepen our awareness of his sacrifice on the Cross, as well as Je-
sus’ daily forgiveness of our sins and unconditional love for us. This person-
al sacrifice should be difficult but healthy, while respecting responsibilities.  

Going without something you enjoy regularly—like Netflix, if you watch it 
often—may seem like an impossible task, but is a small price to pay for a 
step closer to eternal salvation!  

Despite the challenge, we can take solace in knowing Jesus protects us in our struggle, as St 
John Henry Newman reminds us: “Even in our penitential exercises, Christ has gone before us 
to sanctify them to us. He has blessed fasting as a means of grace, in that He fasted.”  

During Lent, Catholics and other Christian participants are given a reprieve on Sundays as a 
“mini-Easter,” allowing us to break our temptation. Again, though, this is not designed to allow 
or condone taking part in any inappropriate behaviour.  

Almsgiving 

Stressing the importance of recognizing those in need while demonstrating the model of self-
lessness that Jesus embodied on earth, Lent offers us an opportunity to further concentrate on 

displaying acts of charity within our communities.  

Whether it be through the giving of time, money, clothing or food, volunteer 
service provides us a perfect occasion to improve society by living out Jesus’ 
teaching of helping him, through helping his people.  

Such offerings remind us of the valuable need to remain disciplined and pru-
dent regarding our own desires in life, as well as the standard set in order to 
be welcomed into God’s Kingdom.  

Prayer 

Another avenue for self-growth during Lent that can lead to closer relation-
ship with God is prayer. While talking with God is a practice Catholics and 
all Christians should conduct regularly no matter what point in the year, Lent 
presents us with an especially meaningful time to connect with our Lord and 
nurture our bond.  

We can strengthen our relationship with God through deeper and more fre-
quent prayer activity, such as Scripture readings before beginning our daily 
morning routine, or praying at mealtimes, commuting to work or school, or 
during nature walks and other such exercises.  

Lent can also provide us a chance to pray in ways beyond simply asking things from God for 
ourselves. Praising him for his glory and wonder, acknowledging and thanking him for our 
many blessings and calling on God to intercede and aid in the lives of others are all examples 
of how we can appreciate God’s presence and works. 

Credits to Wikipedia and  media Ascension press .com    Terry O’Shea 

Q & A - What is Lent? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moveable_feast#Lent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temptation_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Mark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Luke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Jesus
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A40-45&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A17-31&version=NRSVCE


St Patrick’s News 

 

Building Project Update 
 

Fr Subin is in the very early stages of having a church hall built. A number of locations for the 
new building are under discussion and recommendations will eventually be made after plan-
ning meetings with designers and engineers. 
 
A building committee is being formed and meetings are planned with designers, engineers and 
parishioners with the appropriate skills and interests. 
The new hall will host functions and events and will feature a modern sound system, kitchen 
and amenities. 

Sacramental Program Schedule 2023 
All parishioners and families are invited to participate in the 2023 sacramental program. 
Please contact the Parish Office for further information. 

 
Reconciliation  
 

Wednesday 8/03 6:30-7:15pm  Information Evening 
Wednesday 13/03 6:00-7:00pm  First Lesson 
Wednesday 22/03 6:00-7:00pm  Second Lesson and practice 
Wednesday 29/03 6:00-7:00pm  Actual Reconciliation night 
 

First Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday 19/04 6:30-7:15pm  Information Evenings 
Thursday 20/04 6:30-7:15pm   
 

Saturday 22/04 6:00pm  Enrolment Masses 
Sunday 23/04  9:00am  
 

Wednesday 26/04 6:00-7:00pm  First Lesson 
Wednesday 03/05 6:00-7:00pm  Second Lesson  
Wednesday 10/05 6:00-7:00pm  Third Lesson  
Wednesday 17/05 6:00-7:00pm  Fourth Lesson  
Wednesday 24/05 6:00-7:00pm  Fifth Lesson  
Wednesday 31/05 6:00-7:00pm  Sixth Lesson  
Wednesday 07/06 6:00-7:00pm  Seventh Lesson and practice 
 

Sunday 11/06  9:00am Mass  Actual Holy Communion Day 
 

Confirmation 
 

Monday 12/06 6:30-7:15pm  Information Evenings 
Wednesday 14/06 6:30-7:15pm   
 

Saturday 17/06 6:00pm  Enrolment Masses 
Sunday 18/06  9:00am  
 

Wednesday 21/06 6:00-7:00pm  First Lesson 
Wednesday 12/07 6:00-7:00pm  Second Lesson  
Wednesday 19/07 6:00-7:00pm  Third Lesson  
Wednesday 26/07 6:00-7:00pm  Fourth Lesson  
Wednesday 02/08 6:00-7:00pm  Fifth Lesson  
Wednesday 09/08 6:00-7:00pm  Sixth Lesson  
Wednesday 07/06 6:00-7:00pm  Seventh Lesson and practice 

Friday 11/08  6:00pm Mass  Actual Confirmation Night 



 

 

The lead up to Christmas was a very busy, happy and faith filled time.  

The Meditation group held Advent discussions using the excellent resource “Incarnate – Ad-
vent and Christmas Daily Reflections”. Other groups and individuals decorated the church and 
the Truelson Room and installed lights outside. It all looked very beautiful and inviting. 

Our Parish Council organised the tradition-
al Christmas celebration night with carols 
for our parish on Friday 16 December in 
the St Joseph’s school hall. We were en-
tertained with music, song and dance, and 
there was plenty of scrumptious food 
shared by parishioners. 
 

To help prepare our hearts for the coming 
of our saviour, Jesus Christ, Fr Subin and 
the Filipino community initiated a Simbang 
Gabi, a nine day devotional, Christmas 
Novena prayer, which was recited after 
each Mass from December 16 and con-
cluded on Christmas Eve.  It was very well 
received and we can only hope that it will 
form part of the St Patrick’s Christmas tra-
ditions in years to come. 
 

Fr Subin had a very busy schedule with 
Children’s Mass at 6pm Christmas Eve, 
followed by Youth Mass at 8pm, Carols at 
11:30 and then Midnight Mass. On Christ-
mas Morning Fr Subin celebrated the birth 
of our Lord at 7am and 9am.  
 

Sincere thanks to Fr Subin and all the 
many people who helped making the 
Christmas celebrations, faith filled and hap-
py. 

Monica Boucek 

St Patrick’s—Christmas memories 

Performance by Couples for Christ at Christmas Carol evening  



 

 
 

On the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 8 January 
2023, the Gospel portrays an astonishing scene: it 
is the first time that Jesus appears in public after his 
hidden birth in Nazareth; he arrives on the bank of 
the River Jordan to be baptized by John (Mt 3:13-17).  

It is a rite by which the people repented and commit-
ted to converting; a liturgical hymn says that the 
people went to be baptized “bare of soul and bare-
foot” – an open, naked soul, without covering any-
thing – that is, with humility and with a transparent 
heart. But, seeing Jesus mingling with the sinners, 
we are surprised and ask ourselves: why? After all, 
He, the Saint of God, the Son of God without sin, we 
find the answer in Jesus’ words to John: “Let it be 
so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all right-

eousness” (v.15). What does it mean? 

By having himself baptized, Jesus reveals God’s justice, justice He came to bring into the 
world. Often, we have a limited idea of justice and think that it means: those who do wrong 
pay, thereby compensating for the wrong they have done. But God’s justice, as the Scripture 
teaches, is much greater: it does not have as its end the condemnation of the guilty, but their 
salvation and rebirth, making them righteous: from unjust to just. It is a justice that comes from 
love, from the depths of compassion and mercy that are the very heart of God, the Father who 
is moved when we are oppressed by evil and fall under the weight of sins and fragility.  

God’s justice, then, is not intended to distribute penalties and punishments but rather, as the 
Apostle Paul affirms, it consists of making us, his children, righteous (cf. Rm 3:22-31), freeing us 
from the snares of evil, healing and raising us up again. The Lord is always there, not ready to 
punish us, but with his hand outstretched to help us rise. And so, on the banks of the Jordan, 
Jesus reveals to us the meaning of his mission: He came to fulfil divine justice, which is that of 
saving sinners; he came to take on his own shoulders the sin of the world and to descend into 
the waters of the abyss, death, to rescue us from drowning. He shows us today that the true 
justice of God is the mercy that saves. We are afraid to think that God is mercy, but God is 
mercy, because his justice is indeed the mercy that saves, it is the love that shares our human 
condition, that makes itself close, in solidarity with our suffering, entering our darkness to re-
store light. 

Brothers and sisters, we are afraid to think of such a merciful justice. Let us go ahead: God is 
merciful. His justice is merciful. Let us allow Jesus to take us by the hand.  We too, disciples of 
Jesus, are required to exercise justice in this way, in relationships with others, in the Church, in 
society: not with the harshness of those who judge and condemn, dividing people into good 
and bad, but with the mercy of those who welcome by sharing the wounds and frailties of their 
sisters and brothers, to lift them up, not dividing but sharing. Let us do as Jesus did: let us 
share, carry each other’s burdens instead of gossiping and destroying, regard others with 
compassion and help each other. Ask ourselves: am I a person who divides or shares? Think 
a little: am I a disciple of Jesus’ love or a disciple of gossip, that divides. Gossip is a lethal 
weapon: it kills, love, society, and kills fraternity. Let us ask ourselves: am I a person who di-
vides or shares? And now let us pray to Our Lady, who gave life to Jesus, immersing him in 
our frailty so that we might receive life again. 

Excerpts from Pope Francis Holy Mass 08.01.23 Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Full transcript see link:  
https://www.popefrancishomilies.com/home  

Denise O’Shea 

Pope’s Page—Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fview%2Fpope-francis-homilies%2Fjustice&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw2mKRGkLNDUg668vgZ7sa4-
https://www.popefrancishomilies.com/home


My name is Troy Grindrod. I have been celebrating Mass 
at St Patricks Beenleigh since 2017. Sometime around 
2020, I was very surprised when Colleen Sheehan ap-
proached me one Sunday and asked if I would consider 
being involved with the Parish Council. I thought that it 
would be a great way to be more involved with the Par-
ish and a way to get to know parishioners a little better.   

There were challenging times during the COVID re-
strictions. We, as the Council, had to do our best to keep 
up with the ever changing safety guidelines of social 
distancing placed on the Parish by the Queensland Gov-
ernment. But the positive (excuse the pun) thing I got from it was when we had to check every-
one in. It was a great way to meet everyone in the Parish.  (The 7am Mass anyway ).  

Monthly meeting with Fr Subin and Council members has been an experience I have enjoyed. 
I met with motivated people who enjoy organising events for the Church and who, with the 
guidance of Fr Subin, work with Ministries and Groups within the Parish. 

I have recently stepped away from the Parish Council, however would recommend the experi-
ence to anyone who would like to dedicate their time and input into St Patricks Beenleigh. 

Yours in Christ, Troy Grindrod 

P P C Corner 

Bequests to the Parish 

Should any Parishioner be considering mak-
ing a financial bequest to St. Patrick’s Parish, 
such a bequest must be included in your Last 
Will and Testament.   
There is an exactly worded statement re-
quired to be used when making such a be-
quest. This exact statement can be obtained 
from the Parish Office. 

Disclaimer 

The views, opinions and comments expressed 
in the Bugle are those of the individual authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the official policy 
or position of the Roman Catholic Archdioces-
es of Brisbane, the Catholic Parish of St Pat-
rick’s Parish Beenleigh, or any other agency, 

organisation or company. 

Over two years ago I was asked to join the PPC. My first reaction was ‘me!  
What have I to offer?’. The reply was that I would find my place. Well I had 
my doubts about that but decided to consult the Holy Spirit and the reply was 
that I should give it a go. So I did. 

The PPC meets once a month and have a very organised meeting where 
everyone’s opinion matters. Together the PPC members have worked on 
many issues for the benefit of all parishioners. Various members have differ-
ent roles, e.g. flowers, choir, sacramental team, catering, etc. We are a di-
verse people just as the people of the church are diverse. 

Last year I was able to participate in the Leadership program run by Evange-
lisation Brisbane (EB). This was an excellent course which led me into deeper thinking. I have 
found that my prayer life has grown and my love of the Eucharist has increased. I would like to 
see more people involved in faith development through the various courses EB run and 
through Bible Study here in St Patrick’s. 

On a personal level I have only been at St Patrick’s for a little over 5 years.  Because of my 
involvement with PPC, I have made solid friendships and met so many wonderful parishioners 
that I may never have met.   

If you are approached to join the PPC, please give it serious prayer and thought. 

Helen Bradford 



 
 

 

In relationships we have issues that come up. It’s part of life. There is nothing wrong with a 
good argument from time to time whether it’s between a couple or with our children. Argu-
ments can be really healthy and help to grow relationships. 

It is inevitable that at certain times people have differences of opinion, which may create con-
flict.  Sometimes we have different expectations, goals or values and that is going to lead to a 
disagreement of some sort. 

Often many couples go into a relationship believing it will be smooth sailing and don ’t know 
what a healthy, strong relationship demands. Our understanding about a lifelong relationship 
has been formed by Disney and is about “happily ever after”. 

If one person in the relationship believes in peace at any price and is afraid so they never raise 
difficult issues, it usually results in one person having an amazing time but the other person is 
struggling. The main concern is that there is no growth. 

When there is an argument in the home, typically only one of three things can happen. 

One person is right and one is wrong and the person who is wrong does some growing. They 
realise that there was another way of looking at this situation and they grow as a person. 

But most of the time, it is not really like that - it’s just that we have a different view and you 
have a tough conversation about that and expect that it is normal. In most areas of life, growth 
comes in a discomfort zone. Whenever we learn something new it’s in the uncomfortable bit 
that we’re are growing.  

It is in the discomfort zone that growth occurs in 
a relationship, but lot of people just have a fear 
about conflict in anything and avoid it every 
opportunity. 

There is nothing wrong with having a difference 
of opinion and you are not always right. And 
you’re not always wrong. It is not a matter of right or wrong. 

There are many things that couples can do to overcome conflict and there’s so much research 
in this area. Generally there are two broad categories in resolving conflict.   

One is having the right attitude and the other is having the right skills. 

An example of what I mean by having the right attitude is giving the other person the benefit of 
the doubt. Typically in relationships when one person asks for help of another person it can 
look like criticism. 

An example is if I get home after work and my wife has just spent the whole day cleaning and I 
park myself on the couch and kick off my shoes and socks. Then she comes in and says, “I 
can’t believe you left your socks right in the middle of the floor!” It feels like criticism and the 
natural reaction is a sort of a defence. 

But it’s a request for help. What she is saying is “Come on, I’ve been cleaning all day and I 
need your help to keep it clean”. So it can help a lot if we give the other person the benefit of 
the doubt and see what they ‘re trying to say, as opposed to just hearing it as criticism. 

Being open to giving a sincere apology and to working at repairing relationship, knowing that 
we need to do some things to help regain the connection and the closeness and trust we really 
yearn for in our family and our family relationships. 

We don’t have to do it alone. Invest in the relationship, seek advice when things seem over-
whelming and invest in your relationship like you do for other things in life. 

Extract from Derek Boylen’s Figuring out Families Podcast, www.majellan.media 
Submitted by Anne Erbacher 

DEALING WITH PROBLEMS – RELATIONSHIP REPAIR 



Shop 10, 834 Wembley Road, Browns Plains     Phone: 07 3800 7161 

Catholic Identity & Education 
 

“Brisbane Catholic Education (BCE) promotes a distinct Catholic culture that is ex-
plicitly celebrated, visible, expressive and lived. We inspire a love of learning and 
endeavour to realise the potential of each person by developing the heart, spirit and 
intellect of our students, staff and communities.  

Part of our story is the continuing mission of Brisbane Catholic Education to teach, 
challenge and transform. As Pope Francis (2015) said, an education in the fullness of 
humanity should be a defining feature of Catholic schools and we see this as being 
an identifiable characteristic at the heart of our Brisbane Catholic Education commu-
nities.” 

“Brisbane Catholic Education is committed to connecting young people in our 
schools with the broader church. This includes building strong connections between 
parishes and schools, connecting with the Brisbane Youth Evangelisation Office as 
well as social justice and youth ministry initiatives.” 

Brisbane Catholic Education (bne.catholic.edu.au)  

Mother Teresa Catholic 
Primary School 
Principal Mr Leigh Mirto 
5549 5000 

St Joseph’s Tobruk Memo-
rial School 
Principal Mr Kevin Billion 
3287 2798 

Trinity College 
Beenleigh 
Principal Mr Christopher Raju 
43325222 

3169 Eggersdorf Road,  
Ormeau Qld 4208 
pormeau@bne.catholic.edu.au 

53 Kokoda Street,  
Beenleigh Qld 4207 
pbeenleigh@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Scott Street, 
Beenleigh Qld 4207 
sbeenleigh@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Father,  

Thank you for all those men and women 
who have given their talents to educating 
our young people. Through the challenges 
they encounter each day, lead them to an 
ever deeper appreciation of the sacred duty 
to which you have called them 
www.catholiceducation.org.uk/images/ 

https://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx


 
 
 

This year St Patrick’s Parish will be hosting the World Day of Prayer on Friday 3rd of March at 
6pm. 

The World Day of Prayer is an annual ecumenical event and the combined churches of Angli-

can,  Uniting, Baptist, Lutheran and Salvation Army take turns in hosting the service each 
year. A different country each time is prayed for. Taiwan is the focus country this year that we 
will be praying for with the theme “I have heard about your faith”. 

We are looking for parishioners to form a committee to assist with the preparations of decora-

tions and food on the day. Approximately 90 people attend the service each year.  

If you would like to be involved, by helping with decorations or by providing food on the day, 
please contact Marian Ward on 0433 727 713. We are particularly interested in people from 
Taiwan, or with a connection to, or with knowledge about Taiwan. 

Marian Ward 

World Day of Prayer 2023 

Women are praying as darkness fills the sky. 
Christian faith brings peace and vision despite 
Taiwan ’s uncertain future.  

Significant species: birds—the Micado Pheasant 
and the black-faced Spoonbill; flower– the But-
terfly Orchid which is the pride of Taiwan.  

The Artist; Hui-Wen HSAIO was born in Tainan, 
Taiwan, in 1993. In 2017, she received her 
bachelor ’s degree in Visual Communication De-
sign at Kun Shan University in Tainan. She is 
currently pursuing a master ’s degree in Interme-
dia Art Therapy (Intermediate Kunstterapie) at 
MSH Medical School in Hamburg, Germany.  

“I cherish my God-given talents and serve God 
with my artwork. I humbly hope people will know 
God through my art.” 

Hui-Wen HSAIO 

View of Taipei Holy Rosary Cathedral, Kaohsiung 



  

 

Our Groups 

 

 

 
 
 

The Parish Choir 

The adult choir of St. Patrick’s Beenleigh is an inclusive ministry focusing on prayer, vocal 
technique and singing as a group 
The choir sings on special occasions, such as Australia Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, AN-
ZAC, Pentecost, Multicultural Day, All Souls Day, Christ the King and Christmas. For months 
with no special occasion, the choir sings on the 2nd Sunday of the month at the 9am Mass. 

Choir practice is held once a week at 6:30pm, either on Monday or Tuesday, depending on 
availability. Accompanied by the organ, the choir sings a range of repertoire from Hymns to 
Contemporary Liturgical. 

New members are welcome. We require members to be over 18, love God, have a desire to 
improve and enjoy singing in a group. Please contact the Parish office if you wish to join. 

The goal of the choir is to Praise and give Glory to God by praying and singing to the best of 
our potential. 

Mike Zarate 

The Breath of the Spirit Catholic Charismatic prayer Group 

We are a group of men and women, who gather weekly, Tuesday 10:30-12:30 approximately, 
to pray in the Truelson room. We are registered with the Catholic Charismatic renewal Bris-
bane, under the authority of Brisbane Archdiocese.  

Our program is set out by CCR worldwide, it con-
sists of an opening prayer, a number of songs, 
followed by a 15 min quiet time. The aim is to allow 
you to clear your thoughts and allow the Holy Spirit 
to be present.  

During this time, a message, a scripture, an image 
from the Lord, or a prophetic message or two may 
enter your thoughts. This time can be so special as 
you never know what may take place. At this point 
you may share your thoughts. 

At prayer Group you can be as open and free as 
you feel, knowing nothing leaves the room, as we 
are there for each other in trust. 

For further information, contact Barry and Mary 
McGrath, Group Leaders on 0402 859 396 

What is it that you hold in your hand? 
Nothing you say? Look Again! 

Every hand holds some special gift 
A hammer, a broom, a pen, a hoe,  

a scalpel, an artists brush, a needle,  
a phone or cookbook, 

A music score, a way with words,  
a smile or comforting look, 

What is that you hold in your hand? 
Whatever your gift may be it can  

open the door 
To a spirit filled life. 

You hold in your hand God’s keys!! 
Gail Creswell 



 

Holy Rosary Prayers 

Every morning when we have Mass a group of parishioners get together to pray the Holy Ro-
sary in the Chapel. The times vary to fit in with the Masses and other activities. When there is 
a morning Mass the team starts 45 minutes before and finish in time for Mass. On Tuesdays 
the Rosary Prayers will continue after the Mass. 
Have you ever wanted to learn to pray the Rosary? If so, join in and pray all the mysteries for 
every day of the week and for every week in the liturgical year. As the times will vary, please 
feel free to drop in and chat to one of the people in the team, or the Parish Priest.  

 

Our Groups 

The Youth Ministry 

Our Goals.. 
..To help young people to know the love of God, and develop a life sustaining relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 
..To help form young people to become an integral part of our Church. 
..For young people to be provided with the opportunity to develop the skills and knowledge that 
allows them to participate in the Church and wider community. 
..To provide a positive environment for young people to gather together. 
What we do.. 
..Youth Masses: Every 1st Sunday of the month at the 6pm Mass, and every 3rd Sunday at 
the 9am Mass. The Youth are involved in music ministry, reading and offertory in these Mass-
es. We occasionally include liturgical dance, skits or visual displays. 
..United Youth: Fortnightly on Fridays from 6pm till 9pm, for ages 10 to 20something. 
We meet in the St Joseph’s School Hall. The night includes dinner, games, praise and wor-
ship, prayer and discussion. Currently we are doing the Alpha Youth course. 
..Young Adults study group: Every 1st, 3rd, 4th and 5th Wednesday night in the Church from 
7.30 – 8.45 (after 7pm Mass). Depending on the night, it may include prayer and praise, dis-
cussion, Scripture and Church teaching. For those in their late teens, twenties or thirties. 
..Youth Band: Our band practises every 1st, 2nd and 4th Tuesday night from 7-8.30pm in 
the office. Apart from our Youth Masses, the band also provides music ministry for other func-
tions, eg entertainment for the SVDP fundraising dinners.   
..Outings: Every now and then we go on an outing such as bowling, movies, a picnic, 
bush walking, etc. We also attend various youth conferences and rallies. 
If you would like to join us for any of our activities, or to find out more info, please con-
tact our youth coordinator, Cathy on  0400 494 943 or youth.beenleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 

The RCIA 

For those interested in Becoming Catholic or Learning About the Faith or curious about the 
Faith: 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  (RCIA) is the process established for the universal 
Church for individuals to become Catholic and receive the Sacraments of Initiation—Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist. Centered on fostering a deep relationship with Jesus and the 
Church he founded, the journey takes place through distinct phases over a period of time suit-
able for the participant, through weekly learning sessions, meeting the parish community, at-
tending Mass and gaining an understanding of the moral life of the Catholic faithful.  

The RCIA process is a restoration of the ancient catechumenate, aising within the first three 
centuries following the era of the Apostles.  

For more information, please contact the parish office 07 3287 2282 

mailto:youth.beenleigh@bne.catholic.net.au


St Vincent De Paul Society - St Patrick’s Conference  

 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

Our 2022 Christmas Appeal was conducted in our Parish early in December. Due to the gen-
erosity of our parishioners, school communities and some anonymous donors, we have real-
ised in excess of $4000. Most of this money has been used to provide 40 Christmas Hampers 
to some very needy families in our community. THANKYOU. 

 
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

NEW MEMBERS NEEDED 

The St Vincent de Paul Society is a lay Catholic organisation that aspires to live the gospel 
message by serving Christ in the poor with love, respect, justice, hope and joy and working to 
shape a more just and compassionate society. 

St Patrick’s Conference here in Beenleigh is a small community which constitutes the front line 
of the Society. We cover a huge area and need new members in order to adequately respond 
to the ever growing demand for our services. 

Our Conference needs people to carry out face-to-face interviews, home visitations and visits 
to those who are socially isolated.  

TIME COMMITMENT -  

As little as 2 or 3 hours per week.  

Induction and training provided. 

BENEFITS TO YOU.  

   *A chance to make a difference in people’s lives. 

   *Meaningful social action. 

   *Opportunities and development. 

   *Connections with like-minded people. 
 

READY TO INSPIRE CHANGE? 

For more information please feel free to contact: 

Our conference President  FAY O’TOOLE. 0407465478 

                                     OR 

Vice President  JOHN MAKSIMAS.  0410602549 

  Joel Se 
Mobile 

0401 024 985 
8 Ivanhoe Drive, Bethania 

COLDWINDS 
AIRCONDITIONING P/L 
ABN 18115014090   BSA Lic No 407 8432 

Install, Service & Repair 

Domestic & Commercial 

Air conditioning 

OUR MISSION  

Inspired by Gospel values, the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a 
Catholic lay organization, leads 
women and men to join together 
to grow spiritually by offering 
person-to-person service to 
those who are needy and suffer-
ing, in the tradition of its found-
er, Blessed Frédéric Ozanam, 
and patron, St. Vincent de Paul. 



     J. G. Lohrisch 
    Burial & Cremation Directors 

100% Australian Family Owned Since 1870 

Ph: 32872030 
Pain and loss define us as much as love and support 

When you lose someone, our family will reach out to yours. 

PRE ARRANGED FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 

 
 

Have you ever read the Bible?  Have you tried to read the Bible and got stuck in 
Numbers and gave up?  Don’t worry you are not alone.  But there is a way to read 
the Bible.  And in a Year at that.  Just 30 minutes a day of listening to a podcast or 
reading on You tube with FR MIKE SCHMITZ.  Fr Mike reads in a pattern across the 
whole Bible interweaving old, psalms and New Testament and then gives a commen-
tary/explanation.  This way you gain an understanding of what God is about. 
 

Now commencing 1
st
 January, you can read the Catechism in a Year with FR MIKE. 

With commentary and explanations from Fr Mike this will leave us in no doubt as to 
what the church is teaching.   
 

This comes to us from Ascension Press, USA.  
I recommend both programs to you if you are 
desiring a better understanding your faith.  30 
minutes is just the right amount of time, but 
sometimes it is a little more or a little less. 
 

You have nothing to lose except 30 minutes of 
your day, and everything to gain.   
 
Helen Bradford 

Read the Bible and Catechism 

 







 The Maloney family 
 

Have you noticed the statue of the Our Lady lovingly holding baby 
Jesus in the western corner of our Church? This sculpture was made 
by an artist parishioner, Roy Hull, while the new (1980) church was 
being built. The lady sitting model for this sculpture was Tamara Malo-
ney and her baby boy, Raymond.  

Tamara came to Australia with her family, from Italy and grew up in 
NSW. It was here that she met Ken in the early 1970’s and they mar-
ried in 1972. Their two eldest daughters were born in Sydney. When 
Tamara was pregnant with the third child, the young family moved to 
Queensland to pursue the dream of owning their own home. 

Ken and Tamara settled in Beenleigh where they bought a large high-
set house next to the pool. They had another girl and a boy in 
Queensland. They connected with Anne Tracey, whose nephew went 
to school with Ken back in Sydney. Three of Anne’s sons were work-
ing with Ken on his milk-runs.  

Ken and Tamara sang in the choir for many years. 
Tamara used to put Raymond to sleep in the confes-
sional during choir practise.  

The first baptism in the new church took place on 
August 10, 1980 and young Raymond was one of 
three baby boys baptised on that day.  

Ken and Tamara has done and still do a lot of work 
around our church and for St Vinnies and the Piety 
Stall.  

Ken has done a lot of gardening and painting in and 
around the church. He enjoys reading and taking 
part in the Mass.  

They never miss an opportunity to help when they 
see a need and their generosity knows no bounds. 

“We feel we have a second family in the church. All 
the friends we have made, we are blessed. St Pat-
rick’s is a place we love”. 

Tamara Maloney and Monica Boucek 

Cutting the cake at Golden Wedding  
Anniversary 

Young Maloney family at Gina’s  
Confirmation at St Patrick’s 

Tamara and Raymond 

Fr Subin blessing the couple retaking their wedding 
vows after 50 years of marriage 


